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The Offices of Security 
and General Counsel have 
suggested, and I whole- 
heartedly agree, that sending 
the attached letter to the 
Attorney General would be 
appropriate in view of the 
difficulties we are encounter- 
ing with unauthorized 
disclosures. 


/s/JohQ E. Blake. 

John F. Blake 
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1 DEC 1976 


The honorable Edward U. Levi 
Attorney General of the United States 
of Justice 

Constitution Avenue and Tenth Street, N,u?. 

Washington, j,C.. 20-330 

Dear Ids 

As you -are aware, unauthorized disclosures of sensitive 
intelligence have reached epidemic proportions. In previous 
correspondence and In conversations with you and Mr, Kelley, 

I have expressed my concern over this matter and 1 **« certain 
yen share wy apprehension. The Intelligence Community agencies 
have examined a number of potential remedial actions to solve, 
or at least abate, this problea. One of the wst fundamental 
remedial actions, I believe, is an immediate and comprehensive 
investigation to- deterrain© the identity of those responsible 
for the ^unauthorised disclosures. Unfortunately , this is net 
possible today, While Intelligence Community security 
component a react promptly to leaks within their limited 
spheres of authority, it is the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation (FBI) upon which we must rely for the extensive type 
©£ investigation required in those cases. It appears to we 
that the FBI is severely hampered bf Department of Justice 
procedures in proceeding with cases of tnis variety. 

1 have been informed that before personnel of the FBI 
can conduct an investigation involving an unauthorized 
disclosure of classified information, they must obtain 
Department of Justice approval, 1 am advised that Depart* 
sent q£ Justice approval is predicated in each instance upmi 
a determination that the compromised material will be 
declassified for prosecution purposes. 
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These procedures create a dilemma in whic 
sensitive the «a«athoriz8<J disclosure , t no loss 
is that a swift, energetic investigation will be conducts . 
Obviously there will be instances in which it will be 
appropriate to declassify a document In order to prosec ite. 
However, the decision to prosecute should be «d» only vac a 
it is to the net advantage of the U.S. Government to do so. 
In jaany case*, t.ne declassification decision mi$t js base^ 
in oart on the facts of the leak, which cannot, be xaotHB 
without an investigation. In cases where prosecution may 
not be desirable, the investigation may identify persons 
responsible for the leak so that administrative action can 
be taken. In so.e instances, althougn tA« identity of the 
uersort responsible for the leak «»y not be ootaine-U tne 
Investigation will nevertheless provide valuable intis** 
into tae vulnerabilities of our security procedures or ways 
to better protect our vital intelligence secrets. 

Upon, investigation it may bo determined that s given 
leak may not bo a prosecutable offense. In those S”*?*..* 
J«c lass t £ icat ioa 4«i.i«us .’ill not b» involve,!. UMWjoito 
of the facts and ctrcimstances of the case together wit \ tut 
ideality of the source of the leaks is still important. 

I would appreciate your considering the initiation of 
si are streamlined procedures which would enable the r»I to 
act promptly in investigating an unauthorised leak wnica is 
reported to toe Bureau bf any agency of the Intelligence 
Community * la particular. I suggest that the agency 
involved bo given the option to defer the decision whether 
to declassify information involved until sufficient 
investigation has been conducted which would permit a , 
fully- informed, rational determination. It is recognise** 
that* the decision to pr< 


V * *-S -*r ^ 1 ' 
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by the Department of Justice, taking into account a wide 
raa*® of g. over**® os t interests » the rights of sawiviuM*!*, 
fairness, 'etc. The protection of intoll igence sources art,, 
methods is one such interest of the government. 


on 


interest 

1 wo u 1 d 


l would be very happy to neat with yon personally 
this matter, which i consider to be of most urge 
to the Intelligence Community. Or, if you desir 
welcovfiO an opportunity for members o* my of. ices of ue«orai 
Counsel and Security tr> meet vltn your representatives to 
uss now procedures in these cases. 


■ils 


Sincerely 


STATINTL 


■George bush 
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SUBJtCT: Letter to Attorney General Re 

Investigation of Leaks 


Mstri.buti.ofi: 

Ox is - Addressee 
1 * iiQl 
1 - dl/CI 

1 - Executive Registry 

2 - DOA 

1 - General Counsel 
1 - D/ Security 


Oft I Cl Id AT0R; 


STATINTL 



Rob er t " ¥ . '“Gamk i no 
director of Security 
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bate 
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Remarks : 

Bob Gambino advises that this proposed 
letter to the Attorney General grew out of 
the recent dinner meeting with NFIB members 
and a follow-on conversation among you. 

Hank and the Director. I think it might be 
helpful to the Director if your transmittal 
to him so identifies the proposed letter. 

' =- r> ' ) 

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER 

1 FROM: NAME. ADDRESS AND f ijioNE NO. 

DATE 

Anthony A. Lapham/"- Q _ 


mm* 



FORM HO. 

1-67 


237 


Ust previous editions 


(40) 




■- B uwcl^ib For Riiels4ia3(PfWfe/09 : CIA-RDP79-0Q.fi jm 


□ SECRET 


ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET 


SUBJECT: (Optional) 


0 


FROM: 


John F. Blake 
Deputy Director 
for Administration 


TO: (Officer designation, room number, and 
building) 




1 . 




ZPXxZJl 


3. 




5. 




6 . 


8 . 


9. 


10 . 


11 . 


12 . 


13. 


14. 


15. 


A 


DATE 


RECEIVED FORWARDED 










Approved For RsImsp 7001/08/09 


/ 

lf% 




5 4 54 


OFFICER'S 

INITIALS 




dii~s 


i/ 


DATE 


2 9 NOV 1976 


COMMENTS (Number each comment to show from whom 
to whom. Draw a line across column after each comment.) 



Sir : 


The Offices of Security 
and General Counsel have 
suggested, and I whole- 
heartedly agree, that sending 
the attached letter to the 
Attorney General would be 
appropriate in view of the 
difficulties we are encounter 
ing with unauthorized 
disclosures . 


STATINTL 


John F. Blake 
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